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THE MINT BILL AND THE " CRIME OF 1873 "

OF the many measures of my administration of the
Treasury Department, the Mint Bill of 1873 is the
only one which has been made a party issue, and
which has entered permanently into the policy of the country.

In the month of March, in the year 1869, I came to the
head of the Treasury Department. At an early day my atten-
tion was directed to the disordered condition of the mint
service, which was then, as it ever had been, without a re-
sponsible head. The proceedings at the mints were unsyste-
matic, and I resolved upon an attempt to codify the laws and
to place the administration in the hands of a recognized,
responsible officer. President Grant appointed John Jay Knox
comptroller of the currency. For many years Mr. Knox had
held the office of deputy comptroller. He had been a careful,
constant student, and he was already a recognized authority
in financial matters.

I appointed Mr- Knox commissioner to codify the mint
laws and to suggest alterations. He was assisted by Dr. Lin-
derman, then an eminent expert in the theory and practice
of coinage, by Mr, Patterson, superintendent of the mint at
Philadelphia, and by others.

When the codification of the laws relating to the mint
service had been completed the statute, as passed, contained
seventy-one sections, including a number of new provisions.
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